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UC Personal Statement: Prompt #1

What is your intended major? Discuss how your interest in the subject developed and describe any
experience you have had in the field - such as volunteer work, internships and employment, participation in

student organizations and activities - and what you have gained from your involvement.

Ever since I took my first math class in elementary school, math became my favorite course. As
time went by, I started to think of possible math or engineering careers because it was my strongest
subject. My interest in engineering was motivated by my curiosity. Questions such as “How do people
make bridges so strong so that they do not collapse as vehicles drive through them?” or “How do they
know what are the best materials to build houses with?” have always been on my mind, but none of my

friends could answer and did not think much of this. My interest in engineering existed as a child although
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physics course and at the same time working in team projects such as building a boat out of cardboard as
a competition. I learned that working with teammates makes things easier and enjoyable because all the
ideas can be combined into one. I also had the opportunity to meet more Latino women majoring in
different engineering areas. We encouraged each other to realize that we are as capable as men in this
field and can get along with them to find solutions to any problem. By the end of the internship, I gained
more confidence and direction in my life; and I also became a stronger person with a positive attitude who
will not let anything deter me from following my dreams.

After my internship experience, I began to be more aware of media reports about women who

were successful in engineering. That was a motivation for me, so I started to think that if other women
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had done it, I could also set an objective to attain a Bachelor’s Degree in Engineering. I began to explore
and read more about the different areas of engineering, but civil engineering rapidly caught my attention
especially because it is an area where I can work on fascinating projects that will benefit others. In
addition, I like everything that has to do with construction, building and planning. Every time I see a
construction site either of a building or road, I feel that something is pulling me towards it, I feel like I
want to be involved with the people who are building structures, measuring walls, or reading plans while
deciding what to do next. Now, my main goal is to become a professional civil engineer and work with
other engineers in projects that will benefit our ways of living. Moreover, I want to be a motivation for
other Latino women interested in careers like engineering but grow up in a field in which men are

expected to dominate.
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One of the most im t accom 1shm nt \_ is havin pa ic pated in the

International Student Volunteer Program in the summer of 2009 in Ecuador. As a person who always

searches for new challenges, I looked for an opportunity to do volunteer work because I considered it as a
means to gain new experiences, different from everyday life, and also as an adventure to travel to a
different country. I signed up for a two-week project in Ecuador because I wanted to know more about
their culture and traditions. I also was going to have better interactions with the people since I spoke the
same language, and it turned out to be a wonderful experience.

During this period, I lived with an Ecuadorian family in a small town called “Puerto Hondo”.
They treated me as if I was part of their family, and also I felt as if [ was in my own country, El Salvador.

In Puerto Hondo, people do not know much about the importance of protecting the environment, so as a
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way to educate them, I worked with other volunteers and the project leader to paint a mural outside of a
small school with a message about taking care of the environment. The next project was to build two bins
so that the community could start classifying trash for recycling. I helped by taking measurements of the
lumber, cutting it with an electric saw, and finally putting the materials together with the use of hand
tools. Digging up holes in the ground and mixing cement with water and sand were other activities in
which I cooperated to place the bins in a park. One of the activities that I enjoyed the most was working
on the construction of a recycling center along with people from the community who guided us and had
experience in construction and building. Seeing how every step of the project was prepared gave me a
better idea of some of the activities that I might be doing in my career as a civil engineer.

I feel proud for having participated in all of these projects not only because I gained a better
understanding aboutsmy major, but tiofllin h ple benefit from the projects.
For example, they w1ll now have &bette e r ourcei will contribute to

keep their fown clean. ravehng to Ecuador has been one of the best dems ons th t1 have made in my life

because I lea from the peopley.and p s51b111t1 f fi ﬁ)ng projectg if on d t.give up on. I

Mec use | 0\§3d t r&fl F that I am cdpaRle of adcomplishing

gained more courage a

anything that I want to do.

For more information on specific UC application deadlines, visit our UC Applications Timeline.




